
MORGAN COUNTY 
(See also Cotaco County which is included at the end of this county.) 

 
AGRICULTURE 

Lawful fences defined--1896, 995 
Livestock, lists of cattle shipped to be filed--1884, 814 
Livestock regulated--1898, 680; 1900, 166, 312, 2685 
Tobacco inspection--1841, 35 

 
AIRPORTS 

Airport authority board--(GBLA) 1961, 1171; (GBLA) 1971, 2467, 3367 
 
ALBANY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Licenses--1882, 600; 1890, 114; 1894, 343; 1898, 703 
Sale regulated--1866, 484; 1871, 201; 1873, 99; 1888, 184; 1890, 1241; 1898, 703, 1335 
Wine, manufacture--1898, 1794 

 
ANIMALS 
Dogs taxed--1862, 155; 1863, 30; 1915, 131 

 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 
Department established--95-170, 232 
Fund from recording fees--95-424, 920 

 
BAILIFFS 

Appointment and compensation--1900, 166; (GBLA) 1973, 876; 89-445, 922 
Compensation--2001-357, 461 

 
BANKS 
Depositories, liability for disbursement of funds--1939, 11 

 
BARBERS 

County exempt from statewide act--1971, 689, 4608 
County included in statewide act--1971, 4448 
Practice regulated--1961, 953; 1971, 2429; repealed--1977, 1374 

 
BINGO 
Constitutional Amendment 599--96-378 (ratified 1996)--Hartselle, Falkville, Decatur, bingo regulated. 

 
BLUE LAWS 

County commission to regulate Sunday business activities--(GBLA) 1973, 1220 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Claims, payment--1943, 218 
Election--1923, 258; 1949, 573; 1976, 480; amended--79-370, 594 
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 1170; (GBLA) 1969, 1186; 1978, 901; 79-371, 595 
Office location--1975, 1557 
Textbooks, power to select--(GBLA) 1973, 752 



Tuition from students of other districts, authorized to charge--1969, 1175 
Vacancies--95-392, 799 

 
Constitutional Amendment 577--95-324 (ratified 1995)--Vacancies on the Morgan County Board of 

Education. 
 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION AND ADJUSTMENTS 
Created--(GBLA) 1977, 615 
Created, board of equalization abolished--1975, 937 

 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

Fees for certain services--88-425, 627 
 
BOARD OF REGISTRARS 
Absentee voting--1977, 1373; repealed--96-493, 624 
Chair, compensation--1977, 1279; 81-622, 1036; amended--93-607, 989 
Clerk and deputy clerk authorized--(GBLA) 1973, 297 
Clerk, one member appointed--1977, 1372 
Compensation--(GBLA) 1969, 1203; (GBLA) 1971, 1710; (GBLA) 1976, 787; repealed--1977, 1279; 

amended--93-607, 989 
Compensation, members--1977, 1279; 80-421, 583; 81-622, 1036; amended and repealed--84-456, 1068 

and 84-653, 1304; amended--93-607, 989 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1967, 1630; (GBLA) 1977, 1280 
Election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; (GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Meetings--(GBLA) 1965, 314; 1971, 2662; 1977, 1372 
Operation, meetings, compensation--(GBLA) 1976, 897; 1977, 1279 
Poll workers, compensation--93-387, 664 
Reidentification of voters--86-482, 919 
Voting machines, precincts and centers regulated, election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Voting records transferred from judge of probate --1977, 260; repealed--96-493, 624 

 
BOARD OF REVENUE--See also BOARD OF REVENUE AND CONTROL; COUNTY 

COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Abolished--1939, 70 
Claims, payment--1939, 358; 1943, 218 
Compensation--1923, 250 
Created--1919, 258 
Injured county employee, compensation--1939, 11 
Local legislation, payment for advertising--1931, 235 

 
BOARD OF REVENUE AND CONTROL--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COUNTY 

COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Claims, payment--1939, 358; 1943, 218 
Compensation--1949, 563; 1951, 789; 1955, 1173; 1959, 841; 1965, 760; repealed--1969, 1177 
Created--1939, 70, 287; 1961, 634 
Districts altered--1959, 847 
Duties--1939, 181; 1943, 46, 172; 1961, 634 
Election--1939, 181 



BOATS 
Boat license issuance by mail--1969, 1171; repealed and superseded--88-322, 488 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Altered--1832, 35; 1840, 9; 1959, 847 

 
CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 
Clerical assistance--(GBLA) 1967, 1513; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1919 
Compensation (8th Jud. Cir.)--81-617, 1033 
Compensation of employees--(GBLA) 1967, 1383; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1918 
Deputy clerk, appointment and compensation--1947, 45; 1955, 1174; 1961, 636; 1963, 813; repealed-- 

1969, 1197 
Fees for ex officio services--1896, 196 
Microfilming of records in office--(GBLA) 1965, 603; (GBLA) 1971, 1668, 1709 
Newspaper files, clerk relieved of certain duties--1967, 1636 
Supernumerary, compensation--86-407, 596 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of clerk. 

 
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS--See also SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 
Office abolished--1961, 635 
Office established--1956, 132 

 
CONSTABLES 

Fees established--1890, 67; 1898, 558 
 

Constitutional Amendment 368 (ratified 1977)--Office abolished. 
 
CORONER 
Auto furnished--79-386, 607 
Compensation--1951, 738; 1975, 1097; 81-620, 1035; 93-510, 846; repealed and replaced--2008-86, 112 
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 876; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1928; 1975, 902 
Participation in employees’ retirement system authorized-2008-86, 112 

 
CORPORATIONS 

Falkville Normal College, incorporated--1898, 373 
Morgan County College, incorporated--1894, 688 
New Decatur Terminal Company, charter amended--1890, 710 

 
COUNTY COMMISSION--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; BOARD OF REVENUE AND 

CONTROL; COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Chair, compensation--(GBLA) 1961, 1043; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1930; 95-447, 943 
Chair, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1966, 502; (GBLA) 1969, 1063; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1915, 

1928 
Claims, payment--(GBLA) 1963, 791 
Compensation--1975, 1562; 1978, 616; 80-420, 583; 86-215, 309; expense allowances combined with 

compensation--93-515, 849; compensation--95-447, 943 
Contingent fund--(GBLA) 1971, 1672; (GBLA) 1977, 287; 80-234, 313 
Election--1973, 291, 2109 
Employees, additional--(GBLA) 1976, 1012 
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 1316; (GBLA) 1969, 1062, 1064; (GBLA) 1971, 1928; repealed-- 



(GBLA) 1971, 3191; 1975, 902; 81-612, 1027; 89-761, 1542; expense allowances combined with 
compensation--93-515, 849 

Expense allowance, members--(GBLA) 1964, 178 
Expense allowances combined with compensation--93-515, 849 
Fire protection, appropriation--81-648, 1064 
Meetings, vacancies--1975, 1562 
Municipal tax or license ordinances enforced and collected by county commission--93-657, 1137 
Police protection provided to certain municipalities--84-451, 1059; 84-652, 1304 
Purchasing procedure--1939, 70; repealed--90-125, 144 
Records, management--79-384, 605 
Road work, authorization--1976, 1046; 1978, 900 
Sales and use tax collection--1978, 1081; amended--80-276, 363; amended--93-528, 865 
Solid waste contracts--(GBLA) 1976, 628 
Solid waste corporation, authority to establish--(GBLA) 1973, 1007 
State docks, conveyance of certain property--85-646, 1003 

 
COUNTY EMPLOYEES 
Compensation paid biweekly--87-283, 393; 87-654, 1159 
Police officers, corporations authorized to employ--(GBLA) 1975, 1553 
Sick leave pay--(GBLA) 1971, 3201 

 
COUNTY OFFICERS 
Salary commission established--80-206, 287 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

certain county officials. 
Constitutional Amendment 330 (ratified 1973)--Legislature authorized to consolidate or abolish county 

offices. 
Constitutional Amendment 734--2002-345 (ratified 2002)--Sheriff, supernumerary offices abolished, 

participation in employees’ retirement system. 
 
COUNTY SEAT 

Location--1824, 68; 1868, 483, 512; 1872, 268; 1890, 551 
Location, election--1882, 547 

 
COURT COSTS 

Booking fee--2004-464, 871 
Fees, audits--1915, 198 
Increased for Judicial Administration Fund and Solicitor’s Fund--2015-520, 2015 1st Sp. Sess. 
Increased for law enforcement--87-285, 396; repealed and replaced--2004-462, 869 
Increased for law library--80-302, 420; 87-276, 385 
Increased for sheriff's fund--87-285, 396 
Increased for the court system--95-422, 917 
Increased for courts, jails, and sheriff--95-423, 919 
Solicitor’s fee, (8th Jud. Cir.)--2009-818 1st Sp. Sess., 2550 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

 
COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; BOARD OF 

REVENUE AND CONTROL; COUNTY COMMISSION 
Abolished--1919, 258 



Acts legalized--1862, 165 
Claims, payment--1900, 1852 
Compensation--1831, 36; 1886, 635 
Districts altered--1865, 536; 1874, 263; 1876, 154 
Interest on treasury notes legalized--1866, 350, 381 
Nominations of candidates--1900, 1465 
Purchases, approval--1898, 705 
Term of office--1886, 635; 1888, 268 
Treasury notes, issuance authorized--1865, 467; 1866, 429 

 
COURT, CHANCERY 

Attached to 11th chancery district northern division--1873, 76 
Attached to 12th chancery district--1874, 225 
Nonresident securities, judgments against--1829, 19 
Time of--1878, 100; 1886, 134; 1911, 299 

 
COURT, CIRCUIT 

Attached to 8th Judicial Circuit--1903, 567 
Bailiffs, compensation--2001-357, 461 
Booking fee--2004-464, 871 
Chancery powers conferred upon--1894, 881 
Civil cases, practice and proceedings regulated--1894, 586 
Equity jurisdiction, abolished--1900, 1852 
Judge, additional (8th Jud. Cir.)--1971, 2888 
Judge, compensation--1978, 1051; 82-254, 325; 82-241, 304; 89-543, 1145 
Judge, expense allowance (8th Jud. Cir.)--1955, 1084; 1961, 638; 1965, 1532; 1967, 1512; 1975, 897 
Judgeship, designation (8th Jud. Cir.)--79-365, 582 
Misdemeanors--1898, 1502; 1900, 392; 1903, 239; 1907, 235, 278; 1923, 67 
Nonresident securities, judgments against--1829, 19 
Presiding judge, confidential employee compensation--98-340, 596 
Register, compensation--1959, 844 
Register, deputy, appointment and compensation--1947, 51; 1955, 1171; 1961, 633; 1963, 814; 1969, 

1199 
Register, microfilming of records in office--(GBLA) 1965, 603; (GBLA) 1971, 1668, 1709 
Register, relieved of certain duties of newspaper files--1967, 1636 
Reporter, expense allowance (8th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 169; 1971, 3173; 1975, 897; 80-419, 582; 81-618, 

1033; 84-455, 1067; 86-398, 584; 89-492, 1027 
Reporter, supernumerary--86-399, 585 
Secretary, appointment (8th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 76 
Stenographer, authorized--1896, 1214 
Terms of--1868, 409; 1869, 30, 63; 1870, 24; 1894, 389 
Time of (8th Jud. Cir.)--1821, 10; 1842, 67; 1843, 93; 1878, 88; 1880, 60; 1886, 185; 1900, 1974; 1903, 

569; 1911, 128 
Transfer of cases--1903, 239 
Witnesses, relief of--1890, 1270 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

register. 
 
COURT, COUNTY 
Abolished--1907, 789; 1909, 364; 1931, 139 



Costs and fees established--1956, 131 
Court reporter--1935, 120; (GBLA) 1964, 178; (GBLA) 1969, 1204; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1917 
Deputy clerk, compensation--1955, 1174; 1963, 813; repealed--1969, 1197 
Established--1919, 194; 1923, 201; 1927, 219; 1931, 139; 1947, 46; 1961, 1499; 1966, 202; repealed-- 

1971, 3547 
Fees established--1843, 38 
Judge, compensation--1894, 994; 1951, 795; 1957, 422; (GBLA) 1973, 1328 
Judge, expense allowance--1975, 902 
Jurisdiction--1957, 422 
Location--1825, 27 
Misdemeanors, trial--1923, 67 
Probation officers, expenses--(GBLA) 1969, 1204; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1920 
Register, deputy, appointment and compensation--1947, 51; 1955, 1171; 1961, 633; 1963, 814; 1969, 

1199 
Reporter, compensation--1951, 795; 1959, 75, 840 
Reporter, expense allowance--1975, 902 
Solicitor's fees, payment into general fund of county--1967, 1485; repealed--1969, 1903 
Time of--1825, 27; 1834, 69; 1843, 21; 1845, 53 
Trial tax--1943, 170 

 
COURT, DISTRICT 

Bailiffs, compensation--2001-357, 461 
Booking fee--2004-464, 871 
Judge, expense allowance--1976, 788 

 
COURT, INFERIOR 

Docket transferred to justice of peace--1936, 76 
Established--1907, 819; 1915, 227 
Established in Precinct 19--1915, 222 
Special judge, appointment and compensation--(GBLA) 1973, 876 

 
COURT, JUVENILE 
Juvenile facility established--(GBLA) 1976, 989 
Probation officers, supplemental allowance--(GBLA) 1963, 884; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1931; 

(GBLA) 1973, 875 
 
COURT, LAW AND EQUITY 
Established--1907, 193 
Misdemeanors--1907, 756 

 
COURT, PROBATE 

Chief clerk, surety bond--1947, 40 
Clerical assistance--1943, 34; 1949, 717; 1951, 734; 1955, 1170; 1959, 117, 841; 1961, 636; 1969, 1178 
Deeds, addresses of parties--80-422, 584; 81-651, 1066 
Deputy chief clerk authorized--1969, 1202 
Distribution and expenditure of funds--1949, 569 
Fees paid into general fund--1943, 34 
Judge, compensation--1943, 34; 1949, 717; 1951, 734; 1955, 1170; 1959, 117, 841; 1961, 636, 875; 

1969, 1178; 1978, 617; 82-471, 785 
Judge, expense allowance--(GBLA) 1961, 921; (GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 78; (GBLA) 1966, 363; 

repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1931, 1932 



Judge, funding of office from recording fees--95-424, 920 
Licenses sale--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 79; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1859 
Maps or plats, acceptance--1975, 1557 
Marriage fees--79-383, 604 
Microfilming of records in office--(GBLA) 1965, 603; (GBLA) 1971, 1668, 1709 
Office, closing--1975, 1556 
Recording fees--95-424, 920 
Records, retaining--79-382, 603 
Redemption of land, duties transferred to tax collector--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 78; repealed-- 

(GBLA) 1971, 1859; (GBLA) 1973, 1027, 1028 
Reimbursed for monetary loss--2003-196, 515 
Sale of certain lands upon order by probate judge--1866, 92 
Voting records transferred from probate judge--1977, 260; repealed--96-493, 624 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 
 
COURTHOUSE 
Bond issue authorized--1892, 306 
Closing--1939, 12 
Construction--1836, 109 
Trespass on grounds prohibited--1898, 1800 

 
COURTS 

Court system, funding from court costs--95-422, 917; 95-423, 919 
Fund from court costs for operation of the court system--95-422, 917; 95-423, 919 

CULLMAN--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

DECATUR--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY 
Clerical assistance (8th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 168 
Deputy, appointment and compensation (8th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 420; 1973, 1868; 1975, 897 
Deputy, full-time--1973, 1868 
Expense allowance--1961, 1170; (8th Jud. Cir.) 1965, 1532; (8th Jud. Cir.) 1966, 169; (8th Jud. Cir.) 

1975, 897; (8th Jud. Cir.) 1978, 608 
Solicitor’s fee, (8th Jud. Cir.)--2009-818 1st Sp. Sess., 2550 
Solicitor's fund (8th Jud. Cir.)--1955, 710; 1964, 243 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Constitutional Amendment 303 (ratified 1969)--County authorized to enter into commerce. 
Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 
Constitutional Amendment 759--2003-187 (ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 

parks authorized. 
 
ELECTIONS 

Absentee voting--1977, 1373; repealed--96-493, 624 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1967, 1630; (GBLA) 1977, 1280; 2021-306 
Election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; (GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 



Nominations of candidates for county commissioner--1900, 1465 
Poll workers, compensation--93-387, 664 
Precincts and centers regulated--(GBLA) 1965, 310; (GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Precincts defined--1822, 114; 1824, 112; 1826, 25; 1853, 173 
Reidentification of voters--86-482, 919 
Road bond issue--1898, 81 
Voting machines, precincts and centers regulated, election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Voting records--1977, 260; repealed--96-493, 624 

 
ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

Cotaco County established--1818, 8 
Name changed to Morgan County--1821, 40 

 
FALKVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 
Abolished--1961, 991 
Payment--1896, 27 
Regulated--1896, 969; 1898, 315; 1907, 900; 1915, 299 

 
FIRE PROTECTION 
Appropriation from county--81-648, 1064 
Liability insurance--1977, 258 

 
FLINT CITY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
GAME AND FISH 
Fish in Flint Creek protection--1871, 391 
Fish, protection--1882, 607; 1884, 358; 1959, 1147 
Fishing, regulation--(GBLA) 1961, 274; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1929 
Game, protection--1886, 967; 1892, 249; 1900, 157 
Hunting on lands without consent prohibited--1900, 1351 
Licenses sale, department of conservation duties transferred to commissioner of licenses--(GBLA) 1965 

2nd Sp. Sess., 79; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1859 
 
GARBAGE 

Solid waste contracts by county commission--(GBLA) 1976, 628 
Solid waste corporation, authority to establish--(GBLA) 1973, 1007 

 
HARTSELLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
HEALTH 
Board of health, fees for certain services--88-425, 627 

 
Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Property tax levied for general health purposes. 

 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 

Convicts, road work--1911, 91; 1915, 123; 1919, 224; 1923, 234; 1961, 988 
Macadamized roads authorized--1898, 1170; repealed--1900, 153 
Maintenance and construction--1884, 358; 1888, 775; 1890, 779; 1892, 444; 1894, 27; 1896, 704; 1900, 



1625; 1923, 163; 1927, 36 
Mile Posts--1880, 270 
Road bond issue, election--1898, 81 
Road tax exemption--1936, 77 
Road work, persons liable--1927, 36 
Road work provided for--1849, 405; 1886, 809; 1976, 1046; 1978, 900 
Streets, county authorized to contract with municipalities re street sign equipment without taking bids-- 

82-321, 433 
 
HOSPITALS 

Board created--1945, 83; 1971, 3556 
Ladies Benevolent Society Hospital conveyed Morgan County and City of Decatur--1945, 82 

 
INDIGENT--See PUBLIC WELFARE 

 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Bonds, issuance authorized--1969, 1029 
East Morgan County industrial development board created--88-580, 905; amended and renamed-2008- 

456, 889 
Rural Morgan County Industrial Development Board created--2008-456, 889 

 
Constitutional Amendment 303 (ratified 1969)--County authorized to enter into commerce. 
Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 

authorized. 
 
JAILS 

Bond issue, election--1936, 51 
Construction--1828, 35 
Construction, tax levied--1829, 21 
Funding from court costs--95-423, 919 
Jail store and canteen--2002-303, 840; 2004-461, 867 
Jailer--1935, 207; 1943, 171; 1953, 525; 1955, 1174 
Trial tax--1943, 170 
Work release program--2002-422, 1087; 2004-460, 866; 2004-544, 1150 

 
Constitutional Amendment 36 (ratified 1938)--Bond issuance authorized and property tax levied for 

construction of a jail. 
 
JUDGE, PROBATE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION FUND 

Funding from court costs--2015-520, 2015 1st Sp. Sess. 
 
JURIES 
Commission abolished, new commission established--1965, 762; 1977, 1279 
Commission, clerks and assistants--1969, 1201; 1976, 786; 81-621, 1036; 84-457, 1068 
Commission, compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 4193; 80-517, 798 
Commission, expense allowance--91-499, 889 
Commission, membership and terms--1966, 155 
Compensation--1851, 426; 1859, 43; (GBLA) 1967, 1382; (GBLA) 1971, 1667, 1713 
Deferment of service--(GBLA) 1973, 877 



Drawing--1830, 32; 1880, 270; 1971, 217 
Excusal--1971, 217, 3555 
Prohibition, grand jury duties--1890, 1244 
Separation--1971, 216 
Trial tax--1943, 170 

 
JUSTICES OF PEACE 

Criminal jurisdiction--1919, 202; repealed--1927, 40 
Docket transferred from inferior court--1936, 76 
Garnishments--1894, 350; 1896, 310; 1907, 465 
Jurisdiction--1882, 341; 1890, 613; 1898, 1581; 1900, 1970; 1935, 66; 1947, 50 
Livestock, lists of cattle shipped to be filed--1884, 814 

 
LAW LIBRARY 
Established--1959, 842; 1961, 989 
Fund from court costs--80-302, 420; 87-276, 385 

 
Constitutional Amendment 318 (ratified 1972)--Property tax levied for library purposes. 

 
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION OFFICE 
Established, funding--2007-491, 1047; repealed--2009-767, 2347 

 
LICENSE COMMISSIONER 

Compensation--1978, 583; 81-619, 1034; 88-644, 1030; repealed--90-124, 143; 98-123, 150 
Licenses sale, duties--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 79; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1859 
Office established--(GBLA) 1965, 612; (GBLA) 1966, 147; (GBLA) 1967, 117; (GBLA) 1971, 1670, 

1711 
Reimbursed for monetary loss--95-370, 743; amended--99-552, 1196; amended--2003-196, 515 
Voluntary contribution to rescue squads authorized at time of boat licensing or renewal--2012-165, 247 

 
LICENSE DEPARTMENT 
Established, assessments for tax and registration--(GBLA) 1963, 1038 

 
LICENSE INSPECTOR 
Office established--1978, 582; 2013-419 

 
LICENSES 
Alcoholic beverages licenses--1882, 600; 1890, 114; 1894, 343; 1898, 703 
Bail bond business, regulated--(GBLA) 1963, 499; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1916 
Barbers--1961, 953; 1971, 689, 2429, 4448, 4608; repealed--1977, 1374 
Boat license issuance by mail--1969, 1171; repealed and superseded--88-322, 488 
Business license issuance by mail--1969, 1171; repealed and superseded--88-322, 488 
Dogs--1862, 155; 1863, 30; 1915, 131 
Invalid checks used to pay, procedure--81-650, 1065 
Marriage fees--79-383, 604 
Merchants, retailing in certain districts--1861, 175; 1870, 194 
Municipal tax or license ordinances enforced and collected by county commission--93-657, 1137 
Quarry blasting location permits--88-781, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 193 
Records, retaining--79-382, 603 



MILITIA 
Cavalry to be organized--1828, 38 

 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
Licenses, issuance by mail--1969, 1171; repealed and superseded--88-322, 488 
Weight limits, publication deemed adequate notice--82-335, 465 

 
MUNICIPALITIES 

Limited jurisdiction in county--1961, 1150 
Municipal tax or license ordinances enforced and collected by county commission--93-657, 1137 
Police protection provided by sheriff--84-451, 1059; 84-652, 1304 
Streets, county authorized to contract, re street sign equipment without taking bids--82-321, 433 
Work release program--2004-544, 1150 

 
NEW DECATUR--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
PARKS 
Board established--(GBLA) 1973, 745 

 
PERSONNEL SYSTEM--See COUNTY EMPLOYEES 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Established--89-714, 1427 
Tri-county regional planning commission, established--1959, 1132 

 
PRICEVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
PRISONS 

Convicts, road work--1911, 91; 1915, 123; 1919, 224; 1923, 234; 1961, 988 
Prisoners food allowance--1961, 988 
Work release program--2002-422, 1087; 2004-460, 866; 2004-544, 1150 

 
PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 
PROPERTY 

Advertising of property levied on--1861, 18 
Deeds, addresses of parties--80-422, 584; 81-651, 1066 
Maps or plats, acceptance--1975, 1557 
Recording fees--95-424, 920 
Records, microfilming in office of judge of probate, register, and circuit clerk--(GBLA) 1965, 603; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1668, 1709 
Records, retaining--79-382, 603 
Redemption of land, duties--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 78; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1859; (GBLA) 

1973, 1027, 1028 
Sale of certain lands upon order by probate judge--1866, 92 
Sale of public lands--1829, 15 
State docks, conveyance of certain property--85-646, 1003 

 
PUBLIC WELFARE 
Indigent families, support--1863, 117; 1864, 131 



PUBLICATION 
Legal notices, fixed rates--(GBLA) 1961, 987 
Legal notices in newspapers--1971, 1560 

 
RECORDS 
Deeds, addresses of parties--80-422, 584; 81-651, 1066 
Microfilming of records in office of judge of probate, register, and circuit clerk--(GBLA) 1965, 603; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1668, 1709 
Recording fees--95-424, 920 
Records, retaining--79-382, 603 

 
RELIEF ACTS 
Burchell, James A., Jr.--1945, 103 
Burleson, John Marion--1900, 2530 
Cooper, Addie L.--1900, 1984 
Cooper, Trannie L.--1900, 1984 
Cooper, William F.--1900, 1984 
Crow, J. D.--1907, 65 
Decatur Cornice and Roofing Company--1927, 187, 211 
Dixie Chemical Products Company--1932, 70 
Dixon, W. O.--1961, 992 
Fowler, Tula--1943, 45 
Green, John H.--1947, 46 
Lile, Sam P.--1935, 120 
Maxwell, James--1955, 1172 
McNutt, Mrs. Ruby--1961, 991 
Nolan, Charles Wesley--1900, 2530 
Redus, Garland Wallace--1900, 2132 
Redus, Inda Ruth--1900, 2132 
Redus, Mary Elquin--1900, 2132 
Redus, Willie Vaughn--1900, 2132 
Ryan, Dora--1898, 1757 
Ryan, Maude--1898, 1757 
Shoemaker, Howard--1936, 29 
Smith, H. M.--1931, 120 
Steed, Lula--1953, 323 
Swift, Birdie Cornelia--1898, 1003 
Taylor, Ed--1943, 44 
Tyan, Guy--1898, 1757 
Vizant, J. W.--1949, 560 
Walling, Sidney M.--1947, 338 
Whitley, Talmadge J.--1947, 339 
Williams, T. R.--1866, 641 

 
RESCUE SQUADS 
Funding from T.V.A. in-lieu-of-taxes payments--2009-361, 684; repealed--2009-767, 2347 
Voluntary contribution authorized at time of boat licensing or renewal--2012-165, 247 

 
RETIREMENT 
County and city authorized to contribute pro rata share of funds for employees--1969, 1174 



Constitutional Amendment 592--95-422 (ratified 1996)--Supernumerary offices abolished, participation 
in employees’ retirement system. 

 
REVENUE COMMISSIONER 
Compensation--1978, 584; 81-619, 1034 
Expense allowance--1978, 581 
Office established--1973, 294 
Reimbursed for monetary loss--95-370, 743; amended--99-552, 1196; amended--2003-196, 515 

 
SALARY COMMISSION 

Established--80-206, 287 
 
SCHOOLS 
Districts created--1886, 994; 1923, 258 
Funds for school purposes--1943, 208 
Gum Pond school district created--1900, 2088 
Insurance of buildings and other property--1956, 134 
Lawrence Cove school district created--1888, 704 
Mount Zion school district created--1896, 930 
Tax--1951, 556; 1953, 730; 1957, 274 
Textbooks, selection--1896, 633; (GBLA) 1973, 752 
Tuition from students of other districts--1969, 1175 
Wolf's Beat school district created--1888-704 
Woodland Mills school district created--1888, 704 

 
Constitutional Amendment 106 (ratified 1954)--Property tax levied for school purposes. 

 
SEX OFFENDERS 
Residence restrictions--2013-320, 1135 

 
SHERIFF 
  Abandoned, stolen or unclaimed property, sale--87-284, 394; amended--2023-385  

Advertising of property levied on, duty of sheriff--1861, 18 
Board of appeals created--(GBLA) 1973, 870 
Booking fee--2004-464, 871 
Chief deputy, compensation--1935, 206; 1955, 1173; 1957, 1028 
Compensation--1978, 615; 95-448, 944  
Convicts, road work--1911, 91; 1915, 123; 1919, 224; 1923, 234; 1961, 988 
Credit card, authorization to use for purchases--2023-273 
Criminal sex offenders, residence restrictions--2013-320, 1135 
Deputy--1935, 207; 1943, 171; 1953, 525; 1955, 1174 
Deputy, clothing allowance--84-449, 1058; 84-651, 1303 
Employees, compensation--1978, 1052; 79-635, 1116; repealed--83-386, 559 
Expense allowance--82-242, 305 
Fees established--1900, 977 
Fees for certain inmate services--2002-302, 839; 2004-463, 870 
Funding from court costs--87-285, 396; 95-423, 919; 2004-462, 869 
Jail store and canteen--2002-303, 840; 2003-303, 840; 2004-461, 867 
Officers provided badge and pistol at retirement, retroactive effect--2009-360, 683 
Pistol permit fees--1971, 1561; 79-639, 1122; repealed and replaced--2004-465, 872 
Police protection provided to certain municipalities--84-451, 1059; 84-652, 1304 



Prisoners food allowance--1961, 988 
Process, fee--95-422, 917 
Subpoena service--87-257, 360; amended--94-368, 619 
Work release program--2002-422, 1087; 2004-460, 866; 2004-544, 1150 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

sheriff. 
Constitutional Amendment 457 (ratified 1986)--County commission authorized to appropriate money to 

reserve fund. 
Constitutional Amendment 502 (ratified 1988)--Funding authorized for sheriff’s posse. 
Constitutional Amendment 946--2018-92 (ratified 2018)--Compensation, annual salary provided for, 

other amounts received for feeding prisoners deposited in separate account and used only for feeding 
prisoners. 

 
SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

Compensation--1949, 562; 1951, 735; 1957, 422 
Deputy, compensation--1961, 622; 1973, 1868; repealed--1973, 2106 
Duties--1936, 47 
Election--1957, 422 
Fees, disposition--1967, 1485; repealed--1969, 1199 

 
SOLID WASTE 

Contracts by county commission--(GBLA) 1976, 628 
Solid waste corporation, authority to establish--(GBLA) 1973, 1007 

 
SOMMERVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
STATE DOCKS 

Conveyance of certain property--85-646, 1003 
 
SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 

County commission to regulate Sunday business activities--(GBLA) 1973, 1220 
 
SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION--See also COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Compensation--1927, 386; 1947, 40; 1951, 789; 1955, 1171; 1976, 481; 81-616, 1032; repealed--83- 
384, 558; 87-256, 359; repealed--91-477, 865; amended--95-169, 232 

Duties--1886, 870; 1927, 386; 1947, 40 
Election--1886, 870; 1927, 386; 1931, 22; 1947, 40 
Expenses--1949, 562; 1959, 1134 
Office abolished--1956, 132 
Office reestablished--1961, 635 

 
TAX ASSESSOR 

Appointment--1845, 186 
Assessment of taxes, time extended--1871, 348 
Assessments for tax and registration--(GBLA) 1963, 1038 
Clerical assistance--1939, 248; 1943, 39; 1949, 563; 1951, 735; 1955, 1167; 1959, 115; 1961, 632; 1963, 

896; 1969, 1198 
Compensation--1939, 248; 1943, 39; 1949, 563; 1955, 1167; 1959, 845; 1961, 632; 1969, 1198 
Duties--1903, 285; 1907, 591; 1923, 127; 1959, 845 
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 1454; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1914; (GBLA) 1973, 2111; 1975, 



902 
Office abolished--1973, 294 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

assessor. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR 
Clerical assistance--1949, 588; 1951, 736; 1955, 1168; 1959, 116; 1961, 637; 1963, 897; 1965, 761; 

1969, 1201 
Compensation--1939, 278; 1943, 37; 1949, 588; 1955, 1168; 1959, 849; 1961, 637; 1965, 761; 1969, 

1201 
Duties--1907, 591; 1959, 849 
Expense allowance--1959, 849; (GBLA) 1967, 1454; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1917; (GBLA) 1973, 

2111; 1975, 902 
Office abolished--1973, 294 
Redemption of land, duties--(GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 78; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1859; (GBLA) 

1973, 1027, 1028 
Reimbursement of certain losses--(GBLA) 1965 3rd Sp. Sess., 254 
Relief of--1829, 52 

 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

collector. 
 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax outside cities of Decatur and Hartselle, referendum--89-713, 1425; referendum--89-785, 

1567 
Decatur Land Company authorized to list lands in acreage--1900, 641; 1907, 690; repealed--1919, 264 
Decatur Mineral and Land Company authorized to list land in acreage--1898, 1705 
Dogs tax--1862, 155; 1863, 30; 1915, 131 
Gasoline tax--1951, 1253; 80-597, 1011; amended--83-362, 541; amended--87-267, 373; 87-617, 1086 
Jail, tax for construction--1829, 21 
Lodging tax--79-604, 1068; amended--83-440, 621; amended--85-661, 1054 
Municipal tax or license ordinances enforced and collected by county commission--93-657, 1137 
Occupation license issuance by mail--1969, 1171; repealed and superseded--88-322, 488 
Sales and use tax--1978, 1081; amended--80-276, 363; amended--93-528, 865; amended-2008-174, 286 
Simplified seller use tax--2019-272 
Special property tax--1827, 72; 1838, 180; 1840, 78; 1841, 80; 1842, 138; 1843, 15; 1866, 495; 1951, 

556; 1953, 730; 1957, 274 
Transient occupancy tax--79-604, 1068; amended--83-440, 621; amended--85-661, 1054 
TVA payments in lieu of taxes, distribution--80-167, 245; amended--83-440, 621; amended--85-661, 

1054; repealed--87-535, 815; repealed--87-656, 1160; amended (80-167, 245)--87-734, 1426; repealed-
-87-769, 1500; repealed and replaced--2007-339, 602; amended, reenacted--2009-767, 2347; (2007-
491, 1047 and 2009-361, 684 repealed--2009-767, 2347); 2010-601, 1466; 2011-267, 490; 
repealed--2013-199, 390; 2013-328, 1151; repealed and replaced--2014-109, 186; amended 
(2007-339, 602)--2015-36; 2019-436; amended (2007-339, 602)--2020-123; 2023-194 

 
Constitutional Amendment 36 (ratified 1938)--Bond issuance authorized and property tax levied for 

construction of a jail. 
Constitutional Amendment 106 (ratified 1954)--Property tax levied for school purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Property tax levied for general health purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 318 (ratified 1972)--Property tax levied for library purposes. 



Constitutional Amendment 484 (ratified 1987)--Ad valorem tax levied for Mallard-Fox Creek project. 
Constitutional Amendment 573--95-173 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax levied for the benefit of public 

schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 574--95-174 (ratified 1995)--Hartselle, ad valorem tax levied for the benefit 

of the city schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 575--95-175 (ratified 1995)--Decatur, ad valorem tax levied for the benefit 

of the public schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 576--95-176 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax levied for the benefit of the 

schools under the jurisdiction of the Morgan County Board of Education. 
  Constitutional Amendment Act 2022-78 (ratified 2022)--Simplified seller use tax, distribution of proceeds. 

 
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 
Payments in lieu of taxes, distribution--80-167, 245; amended--83-440, 621; amended--85-661, 1054; 

repealed--87-535, 815; repealed--87-656, 1160; amended (80-167, 245)--87-734, 1426; repealed--87-
769, 1500; repealed and replaced--2007-339, 602; amended, reenacted--2009-767, 2347; (2007-491, 
1047 and 2009-361, 684 repealed--2009-767, 2347); 2010-601, 1466; 2011-267, 490; 
repealed--2013-199, 390; 2013-328, 1151; repealed and replaced--2014-109, 186; amended 
(2007-339, 602)--2015-36; 2019-436; amended (2007-339, 602)--2020-123; 2023-194 

 
TREASURER, COUNTY 

Compensation--1851, 466 
 
TRINITY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 
VETERANS 
Charlton, G. P., to draw funds for soldiers' families--1864, 134 
Soldiers' indigent families, fund--1863, 117; 1864, 131 

 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
Fire protection appropriation from county--81-648, 1064 
Liability insurance--1977, 258 

 
VOTERS 

Absentee voting--1977, 1373; repealed--493, 624 
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1967, 1630; (GBLA) 1977, 1280 
Election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; (GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Poll workers, compensation--93-387, 664 
Reidentification--86-482, 919 
Voting machines, precincts and centers regulated, election officers provided--(GBLA) 1965, 310; 

(GBLA) 1971, 1665, 1714 
Voting records--1977, 260; repealed--96-493, 624 

 
WATER AND WATERCOURSES 
Source water protection areas created--2010-132, 185 
Tennessee River Basin, transfer of water prohibited--2006-603, 1657 

 
ZONING 
Planning commission established--89-714, 1427 
Tri-county regional planning commission, established--1959, 1132 



LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF MORGAN COUNTY 
 

ALBANY 
 

CHARTER 
Charter vacated--1923, 104 
New charter--1890, 1304 

 
CULLMAN 

 

TAXATION 
Constitutional Amendment 52 (ratified 1946)--Property tax levied for educational purposes. 

 
DECATUR 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Sale of draft or keg beer authorized--2005-287, 2005 1st Sp. Sess., 520 
Sale on Sundays, referendum--2005-208 2005 1st Sp. Sess., 519 

 
BINGO 
Bingo regulated--96-648, 1032; amended--2010-718, 1779 

 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Created--1923, 102 
Election by districts--91-302, 558; 95-363, 732; amended--2020-156 
Powers and duties--1886, 981; 1888, 921 

 
Constitutional Amendment 553--93-320, 553 (ratified 1994)--Legislature may provide for the election of 

city board of education by local act. 
 
BOUNDARIES 

Corporate limits altered--1853, 421; 1923, 121; 1927, 3; 1951, 738; 1953, 350, 525, 809; 1955, 683, 
718; 1957, 422, 677; 1959, 77, 143, 681, 786, 1465; 1961, 191, 721, 722, 1239; 1963, 813, 902; 1964, 
202; 1966, 420; 1967, 924; 1969, 1236; 1971, 3515; 1978, 385; 79-367, 588; 79-381, 603; 81-514, 
875; 85-718, 1171; 88-778, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 189; 88-791, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 227; 90-457, 643; 95- 
557, 1164; amended--96-488, 616; annexation--2003-264, 627 

 
CIVIL SERVICE SYSTEM 
Established--1961, 1139; 1965, 443; 1975, 1690; amended--1978, 1002 

 
COURT, CITY 

Established--1888, 316; 1892, 259 
 
COURT, INFERIOR 

Established--1873, 68 
 
COURT, RECORDER 
Powers and authority--1965, 1335 



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Constitutional Amendment 303 (ratified 1969)--Authorized to enter into commerce. 

 
GAME AND FISH 
Convenience fees--1975, 948 

 
GOVERNING BODY 
Assumption of liabilities of City of Albany--1923, 104 
Bonds, issuance authorized--1886, 625; 1888, 924; 1890, 1189 
Form of government--1923, 105 
Negotiation of loan authorized--1886, 625 

 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS 
Historic preservation commission and architectural review board established--89-400, 780 

 
HOSPITALS 

Board created--1945, 82 
 

Constitutional Amendment 52 (ratified 1946)--Property tax levied for hospital purposes. 
 
INCORPORATION 
Decatur incorporated--1826, 88; 1836, 126; 1840, 7; 1841, 7; 1869, 378; 1870, 167; 1874, 412; 1900, 

1092 
 
NUISANCES 
Abatement of grass and weeds--95-500, 1006 

 
POLICE 
Retired officer provided with badge and pistol--95-253, 425 

 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Powers and jurisdiction--1886, 861 

 
PROPERTY 

Lands and slaves sales regulated--1839, 109; 1842, 156 
 
RAILROADS 

Tennessee and Alabama Central Railroad, subscription of stock--1857, 279 
 
RETIREMENT 
Employees retirement benefit--90-285, 378 
System established--1961, 723 

 
SCHOOLS 
Probate office fees for support--1943, 208; 1945, 81 
Separate district created--1882, 664 

 
SEWERS 

Construction authorized--1900, 929 



STREETS 
Male inhabitants required to work--1900, 1279 
Opened--1892, 453 
Parking, off-street facilities, bonds--(GBLA) 1971, 3510 
Railway operation, ordinance granting right confirmed--1890, 249 

 
TAXATION 
Assessment by county tax assessor--1943, 39 
Collection by county tax collector--1943, 38 
Fire protection, tax authorized to provide--1896, 47 
License taxes authorized--1890, 1190 
Recovery of taxes--1884, 569 

 
Constitutional Amendment 52 (ratified 1946)--Property tax levied for hospital purposes. 

 
UTILITIES 
Municipal utilities board, created--1939, 47; 1963, 903; 1975, 623; 82-73, 99; amended and repealed-- 

83-820, 32 
Municipal utilities board, expenditures and compensation--1949, 26; 1978, 1824 

 
FALKVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Prohibition regulated--1898, 1335 

 
BINGO 
Bingo regulated--96-648, 1032; amended--2010-718, 1779 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1963, 161; 1973, 842; 1975, 1494 

 
INCORPORATION 
Falkville incorporated--1898, 198 

 
FLINT CITY 

 

BANKS 
Branch banks authorized--83-698, 1140 

 
BOUNDARIES 

Corporate limits altered--1959, 445; 1975, 1395, 1691; 1977, 1286; 1978, 893; 84-507, 1124 
 
HARTSELLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Draft or keg beer, sale authorized--2018-501 

 
BANKS 
Branch banks authorized--1973, 290 



BINGO 
Bingo regulated--96-648, 1032; amended--2010-718, 1779 

 
BOUNDARIES 

Corporate limits altered--1923, 143; 1931, 109; 1947, 81; 1959, 445, 1160; 1963, 418; 1964, 242; 1965, 
1643; 1969, 1179; 1975, 1482; 87-510, 769; 87-512, 771; 88-279, 434; 88-780, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 
191; 88-782, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 194; 88-792, 1988 1st Sp. Sess., 228; 89-706, 1412; 89-784, 1566; 
89-1006, 1989 Sp. Sess., 50; 91-298, 555; 91-308, 564; 94-95, 100 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Constitutional Amendment 303 (ratified 1969)--Authorized to enter into commerce. 
Constitutional Amendment 752--2004-391 (ratified 2004)--Authorizing certain acts for commercial 

development. 
 
EDUCATION 

Constitutional Amendment 456 (ratified 1986)--Property tax for schools continued. 
Constitutional Amendment 574--95-174 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax for the benefit of the city 

schools. 
 
INCORPORATION 

Hartselle incorporated--1874, 394; 1878, 357; 1888, 853; 1898, 1007; 1907, 689 
 
TAXATION 
Ad valorem tax for public school purposes, referendum--90-425, 588 
Ad valorem tax increased for general public school purposes, replacing special school tax--2015-271 

 
Constitutional Amendment 456 (ratified 1986)--Property tax for schools continued. 
Constitutional Amendment 574--95-174 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax for the benefit of the city 

schools. 
 
NEW DECATUR 

 

GOVERNING BODY 
Bonds, issuance authorized--1888, 386; 1890, 63; 1898, 557; 1903, 324 
City council, aldermen, number increased--1894, 1151 

 
INCORPORATION 
New Decatur incorporated--1888, 361; 1892, 319; 1898, 279, 708 

 
PROPERTY 

Land conveyed to City of Decatur--1903, 270 
 
SCHOOLS 
Separate district created--1888, 788 
Trustees election--1903, 678 

 
SEWERS 

Construction and maintenance authorized--1903, 671 
 
STREETS 
Citizens required to work--1894, 499 



WARDS 
Divided into--1894, 246 

 
PRICEVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Draft or keg beer, sale authorized--2018-110 

 
ANNEXATION 
Annexations validated--91-497, 887 

 
BANKS 
Branch banks authorized--81-1025, 214 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1976, 991 

 
SOMMERVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
Prohibition regulated--1871, 201 

 
BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--2007-228, 306 

 
CONSTABLES 
Election--1826, 48; 1832, 90 

 
CORPORATIONS 
Female Academy, incorporated--1832, 92 
Philomathian Society, incorporated--1827, 134 

 
ELECTIONS 

City officers--1884, 756 
 
INCORPORATION 
Sommerville incorporated--1869, 211; 1871, 253; 1884, 755; 1907, 681 

 
JUSTICES OF PEACE 

Election--1825, 32 
 
ROADS 
Road work, citizens exempt--1824, 106 

 
TRINITY 

 

BANKS 
Branch banks authorized--1978, 384 



BOUNDARIES 
Corporate limits altered--1949, 192; 1959, 1145; 1964, 203; 1965, 252; 1975, 621, 818; 1978, 864, 889; 

80-297, 411; 84-508, 1125 
 
CHARTER 
Adopted--1900, 2319 

 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 
BINGO 
Constitutional Amendment 599--96-378 (ratified 1996)--Hartselle, Falkville, Decatur, bingo regulated. 

 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Constitutional Amendment 553--93-320, 553 (ratified 1994)--Decatur, legislature may provide for the 

election of city board of education by local act. 
Constitutional Amendment 577--95-324 (ratified 1995)--Vacancies on the Morgan County Board of 

Education. 
 
CONSTABLES 

Constitutional Amendment 368 (ratified 1977)--Office abolished. 
 
COUNTY OFFICERS 
Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 

compensation of certain county officials. 
Constitutional Amendment 330 (ratified 1973)--Legislature authorized to consolidate or abolish county 

offices. 
Constitutional Amendment 734--2002-345 (ratified 2002)--Sheriff, supernumerary offices abolished, 

participation in employees' retirement system. 
 
COURT COSTS 

Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 
compensation of certain county officials. 

 
COURT, PROBATE 

Constitutional Amendment 44 (ratified 1940)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 
probate judge. 

 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Constitutional Amendment 303 (ratified 1969)--County, Hartselle and Decatur, authorized to enter into 
commerce. 

Constitutional Amendment 429 (ratified 1982)--Acquisition and development of industrial parks 
authorized. 

Constitutional Amendment 759--2003-187 (ratified 2004)--Acquisition and development of industrial 
parks authorized. 

 
HARTSELLE, CITY OF 

Constitutional Amendment 752--2004-391 (ratified 2004)--Authorizing certain acts for commercial 
development. 

 
RETIREMENT 
Constitutional Amendment 592--95-442 (ratified 1996)--Supernumerary system phased-out, 



participation in employees' retirement system by certain elected public officials. 
 
SHERIFF 
Constitutional Amendment 457 (ratified 1986)--County commission authorized to appropriate money to 

reserve fund. 
Constitutional Amendment 502 (ratified 1988)--Funding authorized for sheriff’s posse. 
Constitutional Amendment 946--2018-92 (ratified 2018)--Compensation, annual salary provided for, 

other amounts received for feeding prisoners deposited in separate account and used only for feeding 
prisoners. 

 
TAXATION 
Constitutional Amendment 36 (ratified 1938)--Bond issuance authorized and property tax levied for 

construction of a jail. 
Constitutional Amendment 52 (ratified 1946)--Decatur, property tax levied for hospital purposes, 

Cullman, property tax levied for educational purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 106 (ratified 1954)--Property tax levied for school purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 311 (ratified 1969)--Property tax levied for general health purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 318 (ratified 1972)--Property tax levied for library purposes. 
Constitutional Amendment 456 (ratified 1986)--Hartselle, property tax for schools continued. 
Constitutional Amendment 484 (ratified 1987)--Ad valorem tax levied for Mallard-Fox Creek project. 
Constitutional Amendment 573--95-173 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax levied for the benefit of public 

schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 574--95-174 (ratified 1995)--Hartselle, ad valorem tax levied for the benefit 

of the city schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 575--95-175 (ratified 1995)--Decatur, ad valorem tax levied for the benefit 

of the public schools. 
Constitutional Amendment 576--95-176 (ratified 1995)--Ad valorem tax levied for the benefit of the 

schools under the jurisdiction of the Morgan County Board of Education. 
Constitutional Amendment 842--2010-112 (ratified 2011)--Occupational tax prohibited. 

  Constitutional Amendment Act 2022-78 (ratified 2022)--Simplified seller use tax, distribution of proceeds. 
 

 

COTACO COUNTY 
(Name changed to Morgan County, 1821) 

 
COUNTY SEAT 

Location--1819, 113 
 
ELECTIONS 

Precincts--1821, 31 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

Cotaco County established--1818, 8 
Name changed to Morgan County--1821, 40 

 
SOMMERVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 



TAXATION 
Taxes levied--1821, 6 

 
LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF COTACO COUNTY 

SOMMERVILLE 

INCORPORATION 
Sommerville incorporated--1819, 113 
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